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Johnson tzvo years at home.          [A.D. was.
No pug, nor favourite Cupid there enjoys The balmy kiss, for which poor  Thyrsis dies ; Form'd to delight, they use no foreign arms, Nor torturing whalebones pinch them into charms; No conscious blushes there their cheeks inflame, For those who feel no guilt can know no shame; Unfaded still their former charms they shew, Around them pleasures wait, and joys for ever new. But cruel virgins meet severer fates; Expell'd and exil'd from the blissful seats, To dismal realms, and regions void of peace, Where furies ever howl, and serpents hiss. O'er the sad plains perpetual tempests sigh, And pois'nous vapours, black'ning all the sky, With livid hue the fairest face o'ercnst, And every beauty withers at the blast : Where e'er they fly their lover's ghosts pursue, Inflicting all those ills which once they knew; Vexation,  Fury, Jealousy, Despair, Vex ev'ry eye, and every bosom tear; Their foul deformities by all descry'd, iNo maid to flatter, and no paint to hide. Then melt, ye fair, while crouds around you sigh, Nor let disdain sit lowring in your eye; With pity soften every awful grace, And beauty smile auspicious in each face; To case their pains exert your milder power, So shall you guiltless reign, and all mankind adore.'
The two years which he spent at home, after his return from Stourbridgc, he passed in what he thought idleness1, and was scolded by his father for his want of steady application2. He
1 Yet he said to Tioswcll:—' Sir, in my early years I read very hard. It is a sad reflection, but a true one, that I knew aliiinst as much at eighteen as I do now' (jiost, July 21, 1763). lie told Mr. Langton, that 'his great period of study was from the age of twelve lo that of eighteen' (Ib. note). He told the King that his reading had later on been hindered by ill-health (post. Feb. 1767).
with a view to bring' him up to his own trade ; for I have heard Johnson say that he himself was able to bind a book.' ' It were better bind books again,' wrote Mrs. Thrale to him on Sept. 18, 1777, 'as you did one year in our thatched summer-house.' Piozzi Letters, i. 375. It was most likely at this time that he refused to attend his father to Uttoxcter market; for which fault he made atonement in his the wise.' Johnson's Works, viii. 57. Writing to Mrs. Thrale on July 8, 1771, he says, 'I would have been glad to go to Hagley [close to Stourbridge] for I should have had the opportunity of recollecting- past times, and wandering per mantes nntos et flumina nota, of recalling the iriiages E                                                  Atnny (he liianajieiiieiil ofchildreii. VVl'ilii lo Mr*.. 'I'hrale, who had lolil lii lhat '.he had on one occasion j;o ii[;aiii'.l (lie «i-.h «if her min-cs, staid: 'Thai the nnrseh f'reiied \s Mipply me durint; life with an a ditional moiive to Uee|i every ehi UN liir as is [in'i'.ilile, inn ul'a MUI-M jiower. A iiiii'sc made of coinuii mould will have a pride in ovi cmiiiii^ n child's rclnclanee. '['hi tin- few miiuU in which tyranny not dcli|,;hif'i!l ; power is Hoe     These  little   memorials  soothe  my person in all the moods and tenses.     mind.'   Annals^ p. 12.
